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Welcome to the Santa Monica Science Magnet (SMSM)!  You and your child have an exciting and rewarding two years ahead of you.  
SANTA MONICA SCIENCE MAGNET VISION STATEMENT
Santa Monica Science Magnet is a specially designed, standards based, rigorous program which ensures that all participating students achieve success in science and experience the richness and excitement of knowing about and understanding the natural world. Students will have exciting experiences inside and outside the classroom that increase interest, understanding, and enjoyment of science and may lead to a career in science.
SANTA MONICA SCIENCE MAGNET GOALS:

· Students will use appropriate scientific processes and principles in making personal decisions.

· Students will be able to engage intelligently in public discourse and debate about matters of scientific and technological concern.

· Students will increase their economic productivity through use of the knowledge, understanding, and skills of the scientifically literate person in their careers.
SANTA MONICA SCIENCE MAGNET OBJECTIVES:
· Santa Monica Science Magnet will seek out partnerships with local colleges and universities in order to enrich seminars and out-of-classroom experiences for magnet students.

· Santa Monica Science Magnet will seek partnerships with local businesses to provide funding for students to participate in trips to Catalina, Yosemite, and Astro Camp.

· Science Magnet will seek out parents with careers in science, engineering, and other related fields as speakers to enrich and diversify seminar offerings.

CURRICULUM
The 7th Grade curriculum is focused on life science; the study of the structure and function of living things. Major projects include the Ocean Globe long term research project and Disease project.

The 8th Grade curriculum consists of 4 main units of study; chemistry, physics of motion and space science, human physiology, and human development and health. Major projects include Science Outreach Program, Environmental Issue Project, Mousetrap Car Project, and Genetic Disease Project 

** Please note that the above projects are in addition to the regular science curriculum.  Other projects that are a part of the standard curriculum will be completed.

MAGNET ACTIVITIES

The Santa Monica Science Magnet is a special program that requires participation not only in academic classes but also in co-curricular seminars and trips.  
THE SUMMER INSTITUTE:
The Summer Institute is a week long enrichment program designed to expose and orient students to some of the upcoming topics that will be covered during the school year. All students are required to attend the summer institute which takes place two (2) weeks before the official start of school. If your child cannot attend, he/she will be expected to complete an alternative assignment prior to the start of the school year. Those who miss the summer institute and do not complete the alternate assignment will be put on probation at the beginning of the school year.

SEMINARS:

During the school year, various teachers, parents or other professionals offer seminars after school or on weekends in subjects that interest them. The seminar schedule is issued every six weeks, just before the new grading period. Students must participate in six (6) seminars (one per grading period), which may include up to two independent seminars to be chosen from a list provided by teachers or pre-approved by teachers.

FAMILY PARTICIPATION TRIPS:

Each year SMSM plans various trips that can include the whole family.  In early October, our annual camping trip to the Morro Bay is very popular. April brings the flowers to Joshua Tree, so that’s when we hold our spring campout in the desert.  These trips offer seminar credits to the students attending.

On the family participation camping trips, SMSM reserves the camping sites but the families are responsible for everything else – their own transportation, tents, food, firewood, etc.  Campsites are shared, and students are always under the jurisdiction of their parents."  There is NO time at any family camping trip when the teachers are in FULL supervision of students.  All seminars and lectures, hikes, walks are for all family members.  Students are never to be left unsupervised by their parents.  

EXTENDED TRIPS:

The 7th graders attend the Yosemite Institute for one week (January) and the 8th graders attend Astrocamp for three days (February).  The cost for the Yosemite Institute is anticipated to be around $595.  The expected cost for Astrocamp is around $260.  A deposit is required in the beginning of October.  Payment plans and scholarships are available (applications required).  More details will be given out at the Science Magnet meeting at the end of September.

CHAPERONES:

The district requires that we have adult supervision for every twelve students when we leave campus.  We need parents for our extended trips as well as for the Ocean Globe Program, which requires our students to collect data at Santa Monica beach once a month. The extended trips have more specific school and district level requirements for chaperones and parents must submit a letter of intent.  
ELIGIBILITY FOR CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR
The Science Magnet Program is a high interest program which includes many activities and enrichment opportunities.  In order to maintain the integrity of this program each student is expected to perform to his/her best ability.  Therefore certain requirements must be met to avoid probation or dismissal during the school year..  The minimum requirements are as follows:

· Grades – Students must earn as least a “C” in science magnet.  

· Citizenship – Students must earn at least an “S” in science magnet.  

· Work Habits – Students must earn at least an “S” in science magnet.  

· Projects – Students must complete all major projects on time.

· Seminars – Students must attend one seminar during each six (6) week grading period (six for the year).



Unexcused absence for a seminar results in drop in Performance Grade




Failure to complete a seminar by the end of the year will result in the final grade being 



lowered ½ of a grade for each seminar not completed.  
· Summer Institute -   Students must earn credit for the summer institute.

· Trips/Camps – Students must perform satisfactory in all classes. (minimum GPA of 2.0 and no U’s and N’s in citizenship and work habits)

If a student does not meet the minimum requirements listed above the following will take place:

· 1st Offense – Student will be placed on probation.

· Probation contract signed by the teacher, an administrator and AVID teacher will be sent home to be signed and returned by parents.

· Parents and students may be asked to attend a science magnet probationary meeting.

· Teachers, parents, counselors, and students will work together to come up with a plan to get the student off probation and help them maintain the minimum requirements.

· 2nd Offense – Student will be removed from the program.

· Removal letter will be sent home.

· Student will be removed from the magnet class and placed in a regular science class
SCIENCE MAGNET CODE OF CONDUCT
The Science Magnet Program is a high interest program which includes many activities and enrichment opportunities.  In order to maintain the integrity of this program each student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a respectful and well behaved manner.  The understanding and cooperation of parents/guardians and students are needed.  Therefore certain expectations must be met to avoid probation or dismissal.  
The following minimum requirements are:

1. All district and school behavior/disciplinary policies are in effect at all summer programs, trips, seminars, and class activities.

2. All students will follow the six pillars of character, which include trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. All students will demonstrate these pillars towards every student, teacher, or chaperone at all times.

3. All students will adhere to the rules established for the various extended trips, Catalina, Yosemite, and Astrocamp.

If the above requirements are not met, the student will face the necessary consequences.  Consequences include detention, exclusion from free time and/or activities during trips, and being sent home from trips.  If a student is sent home from a trip due to poor behavior, the parent must pick up their child from the camp.  Furthermore, that student will be placed on probation or be removed from the Science Magnet program.  

Science Magnet Eligibility

2010-2011

6th going into 7th Grade

The Science Magnet Program is a high interest program which includes many activities and enrichment opportunities.  In order to maintain the integrity of this program, each student is expected to perform to his/her best ability.  Therefore, certain academic and behavioral requirements must be met to be accepted into the 7th Grade Science Magnet Program.

Those students who are not accepted may re-apply next year during the first six weeks of school.

I.  Seminars - must have completed 4 seminars by March 11, 2011


(Students that attend the summer sessions can earn up to two seminar credits))

II. Grades - must earn at least 12 points

1.   1st Semester Science Grade



A = 5     
B = 4     
C = 3 
       D/F = 0
2.   1st Semester Work Habits



E/G=2

S=1

3.   1st Semester Citizenship



E/G=2

S=1
4.  2nd Semester, 1st Progress Report


A = 3

B = 2

C = 1
        D/F = 0
5.   Grade for Project
 



A/B = 2

C = 1

D/F = 0

III. Application – Applications will be given Feb. 18, 2011 and are due to your 6th grade Science Teacher by March 4, 2011.  Acceptance Letters will be given by April 1, 2011

Science Magnet Eligibility

2010-2011

7th going into 8th Grade

The Science Magnet Program is a high interest program which includes many activities and enrichment opportunities.  In order to maintain the integrity of this program, each student is expected to perform to his/her best ability.  Therefore, certain academic and behavioral requirements must be met to be accepted into the 8th Grade Science Magnet Program.

Those students who are not accepted may re-apply next year during the first six weeks of school.

I.  Seminars - must have completed 5 seminars by May 6, 2011

Each student must complete at least six seminars by the end of the current school year or he/she will be placed on probation at the start the next school year.

II. Grades - must earn at least 12 points

1.   1st Semester Science Grade



A = 5     
B = 4     
C = 3 
       D/F = 0
2.   2nd Semester, 2nd Progress Report Science Grade
A = 4     
B = 3     
C = 2 
       D/F = 0
3.   2nd Semester, 2nd Progress Report Work Habits
E/G=2

S=1

4.   2nd Semester, 2nd Progress Report Citizenship
E/G=2

S=1

5.   Grade for Project
 



A/B = 2

C = 1

D/F = 0

III. Application – Applications will be given March 11, 2011 and are due to your 7th grade Science Teacher by April 1, 2011.  Acceptance Letters will be given by April 18/19, 2011

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
· Become a member of the SMSM board.

· Assist in our various fundraising events.
· Volunteer as a chaperone for our field trips and out of school activities.
· Volunteer to be a seminar instructor yourself – teach 25 students in the area of science you feel. confident in – these three-hour seminars are to be designed by you.  A science teacher will be present for any assistance. 
· Donating supplies, equipment or money to SMSM.

CHECKS

All checks must be made out to the “Santa Monica Science Magnet” – no abbreviations are allowed by the bank.  If there has been an overpayment for any reason, the difference will not be repaid but rather credited towards the next event (unless you are an outgoing student and there are no future events).
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