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Joel Post

Pam Dresher
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2425 16th Street

Santa Monica, CA 90405

(310) 452-2326; (310) 452-5352 (fax)

http://santamonicasciencemagnet.org/
Yosemite Information

SMSM Yosemite Webpage: http://www.santamonicasciencemagnet.org/trips/yosemite.htm  Includes forms, schedules, last year’s trip photos, etc.

Eligibility Requirements: Students must be getting a “B“or better in science and have at least a “C” as well as maintain a satisfactory citizenship grade in all classes.  Any teacher has the right to refuse to allow a student to attend the trip based on behavior and academic standing in their class.

Trip Dates: Sunday, January 22 through Friday, January 27, 2012
What time should I be at JAMS on Sunday morning?

7:15 a.m. (also on agenda)!  

Papers you should be expecting by Friday, 1/13/2012:

1) Yosemite Schedule

2) Yosemite Trip Check-In Sheet/Medication Information Sheet (this is the sheet you will give your chaperone).

** Do not forget your Check-In Sheet at home on Sunday.

Ice Skating:

Students will have the opportunity to ice skate in Curry Village in lieu of a night program.  It costs $8.  Please send cash only to your child’s Science Teacher before December 9, 2011.  Those who do not wish to go ice skating will attend the night program scheduled for that evening.

Bus Ride:

Wear comfortable clothes.  Hiking gear is not necessary.  Have some warm clothes (i.e. jacket, hats, gloves) in your backpack.  When we get off the bus in Yosemite it will be cold.  You will have to stand outside for some time waiting for instructions and for your keys (Curry Village only).  You will not be hiking as soon as you get off the bus.  However, you may have a night hike the day we arrive after dinner.  Students will have time to change into appropriate attire.

Electronic Devices:

Students are allowed to bring walkmans or iPods.  Gameboys are also okay.  Please do not bring anything larger than these items.  No laptop computers.  No walkie talkies.  Electronic devices are only allowed to be used on the bus and in the cabins.  If they are being used outside of the bus/cabins they will be confiscated.  It is a good idea to put your name on everything you bring.  We have a Dremel Tool at JAMS for those who wish to carve their names into their things.

Sleeping Arrangements:

Students will be sleeping indoors each night.  In Curry Village (BoysTown), the students will have twin or double beds with linens in their cabins.  In Crane Flat, it is dormitory style (like Catalina).  There is a mattress on their bunk.  They will sleep in these bunks in their sleeping bags (pillow needed for those that like sleeping with one).  

Bathrooms:
Bathroom facilities are located throughout Curry Village (BoysTown) and there is one bathroom facility in Crane Flat.  Students will have time to shower during their breaks (i.e. before dinner or before breakfast).  Students will not be permitted to walk around with wet hair.  We suggest you bring a shower cap or hair tie to keep your hair dry in the shower (washing your hair is really not necessary).  

Meals:

Eating utensils and cooking supplies are not necessary either.  Students will be eating in the mess hall (cafeteria style).  

Day Hike Gear:

A normal school backpack (NO side satchels please) that has been made water resistant (w/ Scotch Guard or other brands) is adequate.  Students need enough room for a small journal (provided), pencils (no pens please….they freeze), water (2 bottles – 16oz. minimum), camera (optional), hats/gloves, sunscreen, sunglasses, flashlight w/ batteries, small snacks (for bus ride – NO CANDY), few hand wipes, trash bag (we leave no trace), warm jacket, and wallet (for lunches to and from Yosemite).  

Packing:

PLEASE DO NOT PACK USING GARBAGE BAGS.  They tear easily.  Just in case, you may want to pack your clothes in garbage bags and then place them in your suitcase.  Spraying your suitcase with water resistant products may also be helpful.  Remember: you carry what you bring.  Only bring what is absolutely necessary!

Medications (prescription and non-prescription):

All students must hand their chaperone any medications they are bringing to Yosemite (with the exception of albuterol inhalers).  All medication should be placed in a plastic zip-lock bag with instructions explaining when and how to dispense the medication on the “Medication Information Form”.  You should also mark/list any over the counter medications your child has permission to take in the event of injury or illness on this form.  The form must be signed at the bottom giving permission to chaperones/teachers to dispense medication to your child.   

Rundown on our emergency operation plans:

Crane Flat (elevation approx. 6, 000ft):

The nearest clinic is approximately 45-60 minutes away (in Curry Village).  We have a 4x4 truck w/snow tires available in case any student or chaperone needs to be transported to the clinic.  We also have a well-equipped first aid kit available to treat students on site.  Yosemite Institute Instructors have extensive first aid/wilderness training.  Cell phone and regular phones are available for emergency use.

Curry Village (elevation approx. 4, 000ft):

A 24 hour clinic is located in Yosemite Valley (“provides professional medical support in the unlikely event of injury or illness”).   A car (with chains available) is available to transport any student or chaperone to the clinic if needed.  A well-equipped first aid kit is available at this site as well. Yosemite Institute Instructors have extensive first aid/wilderness training.  Cell phone and regular phones are available for emergency use.

Yosemite Institute (1 instructor per group) - Background (from website):

“We pride ourselves in our excellent 29-year safety record and have sustained efforts to maintain one of the safest, most successful environmental education programs in the country. 
Safety is a paramount consideration we value in hiring, training, and activity planning. Our professional Field Instructor staff passed a rigorous background check and all have current first aid and CPR certification. Staff also are trained and authorized to carry and administer epinephrine in the event of anaphylaxis. We are supported by a competent, highly regarded National Park Service and Yosemite Medical Clinic staff. 
Children are supervised in groups during the day by our Field Instructors, with support from attending chaperones. 
Attending chaperones - parents, teachers, and school administrators - are responsible for participant safety and security at all times, but especially during non-programming times in the shared public areas of Yosemite Valley (between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. (recreation time and dinner), and between 8:45 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. (after evening program to morning meeting).

If there is a medical emergency in the field, our Field Instructors at the scene will administer appropriate medical care until professional medics arrive. They will use their cell phones to dial 911 from most areas in the park in case of life-threatening emergencies; National Park Service staff will respond.

There is a medical clinic in Yosemite Valley. The clinic staff treat minor injuries and illnesses; anything more severe requires the patient be transported to an area hospital. Registration and medical forms for all participants are kept on file at the clinic.

Parent or guardians listed as emergency contacts on the medical registration form will be notified by an attending adult chaperone or a medical professional in the event of an injury requiring medical treatment.”

Yosemite Institute has an excellent slide show on their website providing a detailed description of what to expect: http://www.yni.org/yi/yi_fieldscience/slideshow/questions.htm
First Aid Supplies
We maintain two extensive first aid kits: one for Crane Flat and one for Curry Village.  These first aid kits stay with the roaming teachers in the event that an emergency occurs or a child needs to be treated for an illness.  Chaperones also carry minor first aid kits in their packs.  A registered nurse or medical doctor updates our first aid supplies before each trip.  If you would like to contribute to the ongoing cost of new supplies, please send cash or a check made out to the “Santa Monica Science Magnet” to Mr. Post in room 73.

IMPORTANT:  YOSEMITE INSTITUTE POLICY WILL NOT ALLOW US TO CARE FOR A SICK CHILD WITH AN INJURY, A FEVER OR A POSSIBLE COMMUNICABLE DISEASE/ILLLNESS.  SHOULD THIS UNFORTUNATE EVENT OCCUR, YOU WILL BE CONTACTED AND EXPECTED TO COME IMMEDIATELY TO YOSEMITE TO PICK UP YOUR CHILD.  OUR CONTRACT WITH YOSEMITE PROVIDES FOR NO EXCEPTIONS!
Teachers:





Dan Brown (Coordinator)


Kristin Jurewicz


Pam Dresher


Joel Post
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